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Well the “Premier Issue” is done!!! 
 Hope you enjoyed it as much as I enjoyed creating it!!! 
 

A very valuable learning experience. 
 I have had this computer for over a year now. Like most new computers, it was loaded with a lot of 

pre-installed software. Some useful, MOST WORTHLESS!!! (Just taking up valuable disk space.)  
 
 And if you have ever tried to uninstall it, FORGET IT!!!! You’ll just wind up going to get another 

computer because you totally screwed up the first one. (Am I the only one???) 
 

My first computer. 
 I just cannot bring myself to buy a MacBook®. The first computer I ever tried to do anything on was 

an Apple Macintosh and I just did not like the look of the screen and interface. So I bought a Windows 
computer. 

  
 I went to Wal-Mart to buy my first computer in 1996. It was one of those “Black Friday 6:00 am Early 

Shopper” deals. A 486 CPU desk top computer with Monitor and Printer for “JUST $699”!! I got up 
early (3:00 am) to get to the store early enough to get one of these. I arrived at the store by 4:00 am 
and soon learned that the store had only received 6 of these and that they had set them out at 
midnight and they were already gone. So after wandering around the store for another hour and 
looking at the other computers they had, I fell into the classic “Buyer’s Trap” and found another 
computer with a monitor for $1199 and a printer for an additional $149. After a half hour of more 
wandering and debating “do I really want to spend this much on a computer??” I finally decided to buy 
it. My “Christmas present to myself” that year.       

 
 ***Note*** Never, EVER, EVER, EVER!!!!, go to Wal-Mart on Black Friday, again to get one of their 

“Special Buys” on a computer. I also learned that the one I bought was already “behind the times” 
because 586 CPU computers were starting to hit the market soon afterwards. Also I am writing this 
on Thanksgiving morning, so this is a life experience I always recall at this time of year and after 
having worked on “Black Friday” in retail for over 20 years at K-mart and Toys R Us.  

 

Windows 7® and Microsoft Word Starter 2010®. 
 The computer I now have is a laptop with Windows 7 installed. I use Word Starter for all the writing 

projects I do and have finally discovered a lot of the things that it is capable of doing. When I began 
working on this online magazine project, I wanted to purchase better “publishing” software. But I soon 
learned that it was totally unnecessary, that with enough poking around and experimenting with the 
features of this software, I could produce a “fairly decent looking” publication.  

 
 Of course, I’m still learning and hopefully the quality of this issue will be an improvement over the first. 
 

Thanks and HAPPY HOLIDAYS 2012!!!!       
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WE HOPE YOU ENJOY THIS 

 ISSUE 

 
We would love to hear from you. If you have any questions, 
comments, suggestions, or concerns, please let us know.  
 
You may contact any member of the SCPC Rules Committee 
or member of the MFCA Board of Directors through the 
MFCA’s website contact page:  
 
http://miniaturefootball.org/about-the-mfca/contact-the-mfca/ 
 
Thank you for your support. 

 
The MFCA is a not-for-profit organization the purpose of 
which is to promote the hobby of miniature football and to 
encourage participation of coaches across the country. The 
MFCA shall not be responsible for or in any way liable for the 
content of images, articles or any other information furnished 
by its advertisers. Said liability to include defamation in any 
form, copyright, trademark or patent infringement, license 
violations or other legal theories. 
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For many young boys in America, Christmas 

was the day that they received their first 

miniature football game. Whether it was a 

“Tudor Electric Football” game or one of the 

other variations made by Gotham, Coleco, 

Munro, etc…, an electric football game was at 

the top of the “What I want for Christmas” list of 

most of us who grew up in the 1960’s and ‘70’s.   

 

For me it was Christmas of 1970, I was 13 years 

old.  I had wanted one for Christmas the year 

before, but being the stubborn 12 year old that I  

was, I refused to tell my parents what I wanted Santa to bring me for Christmas. I was 

testing my belief in Santa Claus. My theory was that if Santa Claus was real, he would 

know what I wanted and it would be waiting for me under the tree on Christmas 

morning. I got UNDERWEAR. Imagine the embarrassment  and enduring  the pain of 

answering the question that everyone (aunts, uncles, cousins and grandparents) were 

asking, “… and what did Santa bring you for Christmas????”  “I got UNDERWEAR. 

Santa AIN’T REAL. LEAVE ME ALONE!!!!” My world and belief in everything good about 

Chritstmas was thrown into turmoil. Pretty sure I wasted no time in telling them the 

next year what I “really, really, REALLY!!!!!!, wanted for Christmas this time. 

 

The game I received the next year was the “Tudor Model 520 AFL Electric Football” 

with the “Chiefs vs Jets”, “Deluxe AFL Teams in Official Uniforms”. The jets were in 

their “white  away jersey” uniforms (the only 

AFL team availalble in white at the time)  

and the Chiefs were in their “dark jersey”  

red home uniforms.  

 

I remember opening the box and setting  

up the game board in the floor next to  

the Christmas tree and my mom calling  

us into the kitchen for breakfast. When  

I got up, I lost my balance  and stepped  

right in the middle of the playing field. I  

thought I had ruined it!!  

 

I was able to straighten out the playing surface but like most game  

boards from this era found on ebay today, it had a permanent crease in it. But 

that did not stop me from enjoying many hours playing my first solitaire games on it.   
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That was the only game board I ever owned as a kid. I kept it for many years and ordered four 

more teams to create my first solitaire league, the Colts and Vikings in white jersey uniforms, 

the Raiders and Dolphins in their dark jersey uniforms.  I divided them into two divisions the 

“White Away Division” and the “Dark Home Division.”  

 

I played with this set up for several seasons and when the Steelers became dominate in the 

‘70’s, I ventured into my first attempt at painting figures. I repainted my white jersey Colts 

and turned them into a white jesey Steelers team. They looked good and at a glance you 

could tell they were supposed to be the Steelers but if you looked at them in detail you coud 

tell they were just a repainted Colts team.  

 

I painted the helmets black with a yellow stripe and a white dot on the helmet for a logo. I 

painted the pants yellow with the black side stripes and the top sock stripe black but I did not 

do anything on the jersey. I left the blue Colts shoulder stripes on the figures.  I did change 

the jersey numbers from blue to black but they did look knd of funny with the blue shoulder 

stripes.   

 

I eventually completed 10 seasons using these teams beginning with a six game  season and 

gradually working up to a 10 game regular season  with a 4 team playoff for the 

championship.  I don’t remember who won the Super Bowl Championships but I do remember  

how much I enjoyed playing these games with my favorite teams and players of the AFL and 

NFL  

 

Legendary players of pro football filled the rosters of my teams. Joe Namath, Len Dawson, 

Joe Kapp, Daryle Lamonica, Johnny Unitas, and Bob Griese threw the ball to Don Maynard, 

Otis Taylor, Gene Washington, Fred Biletnikoff, Raymond Berry and Paul Warfield or handed 

off to Matt Snell and Emerson Boozer,Ed Podalak and Mike Garrett, Oscar Reed and Dave 

Osborne, Hewritt Dixon and Pete Banazak,  Tom Matte and Lenny Moore,”Butch and 

Sundance” (Larry Czonka and Jim Kiick) and later when the Steelers replaced the Colts,  

Terry Bradshaw, Franco Harris, Rocky Blier  and Lynn Swann saw action on the metal 

gridiron.  

 

Defensive greats such as Larry Grantham, Buck Buchanan, Jim Marshall, “Big Ben” Davidson, 

Billy Ray Smith, Nick Bounicoti and “Mean Joe” Green also starred on the offensive side of the 

ball since I played with only 11 player “ironman” teams. 
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And like most of us after a few years, the game eventually wound up “under the bed”, 

“in the closet”, “on the shelf” or “up in the attic”, never to see the light of day again or 

until we cleaned out these areas and rediscovered these games of our youth.  

 

Unfortunately, my first game wound up in the hands of a kid who never really enjoyed 

the game of football or electric football as much as I did and the last I saw of it, most 

of the players had either been lost or broken off their bases with the game board all 

scratched up and most of the game board accessories missing.  

 

Fortunately, a few years ago, with the aid of the internet and ebay I was able to 

repurchase another AFL model game board complete with the teams and all 

accessories as a “Chritmas present to myself”. To me, it is the most valuable piece in 

my collection of electric football games. It affords me the opportunity to relive a 

portion of my childhood that I condsider to be one of the more happier times of my 

life.  

 

All of us have stories very similar to this one. Memories of Christmas Day and electric 

football will forever be a part of our lives.  A search of the MFCA and Tudor forums will 

yield hundreds of posts by users recalling their Chritmas Day and electric football 

memories. Here is a link to one of these and a few excerts:  

 Christmas and Electric Football Memories 

I am 39 years old and played electric football with my dad as a kid, him and mom 

always managed to get me the board or teams I wanted. He worked at Ford Motor 

Company in Detroit and my mom was a homemaker, we were your average working 

middle class family.  

 

He passed away when I was 12, when reminiscing with my mom recently she said 

when I was a kid he could not wait to buy me Lionel trains, slot cars, gas powered 

tether cars, mini bikes, etc... for Christmas, she said he was enjoying things with me 

that his family could never afford to buy him as a kid. I never thought about it that 

way, I can totally see it now. 

  

Electric football was special as it was our favorite game to play together. To this day I 

think of him everytime the board is turned on for the first play of a game. Not a 

Christmas goes by that I don't think back about those fun but all to brief times spent 

with him.  

 

This year I am starting a new tradition, I am going put my vintage 620 in it's original 

box under the tree on Christmas Eve so it will be there Christmas morning. In honor of 

my Father on Christmas day I am going to play a solitaire game, just like the old days, 

if I lose I will know the old man can still bring it on the metal gridiron. 

ShabbyJ, Orange County, CA 
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Last year Santa brought my son Nick his first EF game. Nick had written to Santa for the 

game and he came through. It was the first time since I was about 20 or so that I had seen 

one. Of course it initially brought back some great memories of playing in a league with my 

eighborhood buddies. In the year since last Christmas Nick and I have completed on league 

season of our own, put together a website to share our games with all who are interested, 

made many new friends through the game and I have joined a league. We are building 

memories that I did not have a chance to do with my dad. We do plenty of other things 

together - but it is simply amazing what this game can do! 

artlax, Between the Catskills and the Hudson  

 

It was 1972 and my parents got the tudor game from a Belk-Tyler store. I was 7 years old. I 

still have the board and the 2 teams , Dallas Cowboys and L.A. Rams , blue and white uniform. 

I think its a #620 board but not exactly sure. Its still in the same box too ! I would even sneak 

up into the attic and play when it would be cold outside and even colder up there ! Ah , what 

sweet memories ! 

warriorman, Elizabeth City, NC 

 

Here is great Christmas memory for those who received the Tudor Super Bowl V set 

featuring the Cowboys and Super Bowl Campion Colts on Christmas Day 1971, 40 

years ago. Merry Christmas,  

 

Ray F/Manhattan Ray, Brookeville, MD  

      

 

            

 

  

page 7   

 



 

I would set up the players for a pregame race, turn the vibration to high, then run for cover when a drinking 

glass rattled off the kitchen table and fell to its death. 

 

I would attempt to kick a field goal with the kickers' leg, knock the foam ball under the couch, then scream at 

vacuum-wielding mother to please back slowly away. 

 

Despite their constant entanglements, the players never really fought. The same could not be said for the 

coaches, as my older brother Brad and I would tussle for every bit of metal field position. 

 

If a running back is locked in a do-si-do with his blocker, can you remove the running back and point him in 

the right direction? I said no. Brad said yes. Real football violence would ensue. 

 

How long must we wait for the rumbling runner to break free of an offensive lineman with whom he is locked 

in a head-to-head stalemate on the sideline? I voted for all day. Brad was more impatient, waiting perhaps 20 

seconds before flipping the switch, stopping the action, removing the runner, and throwing him at my pudding-

stained face. 

 

By the time I played the game as a kid in the mid-1960s, electric football was already a toy-store staple, having 

been created by Tudor in 1947. 

 

Amazingly, 40 million sales later, it is still on the market, buoyed by the existence of national conventions and 

leagues. 

 

Lee Payne, one of the game's designers, would even routinely receive standing ovations when he acknowledged 

this fact to his Georgia Tech engineering class. 

 

Seemingly every male between the ages of 30 and 70 has been shaken by this game. 

 

Yet I continue to wonder, has anybody ever scored? I know the latest version contains figures with sturdier 

dynamics, but still, how do they score? 

 

All those years, not only did I never complete a pass or kick a field goal, but my ball carrier never once 

bounced into the end zone. 

 

But, really, it wasn't about scoring, was it? It was about the attempt to score, right? It was about carefully 

setting expectations, excitedly putting those expectations in motion, then learning to accept their inevitable 

collapse into nonsensical failure. 

 

It was the first sports game that taught me life not as wins or losses, but as a process, and the importance of 

embracing that process, as nutty as it may be. 

 

We run the wrong way. We go in circles. We butt heads. We laugh and cry and regroup and try it all again. 

 

My parents hated the awful electric football noise, hated the brotherly fighting, hated the little linebackers they 

would find under their shoes, but they bought the game for me anyway because I think, somehow, they 

understood that lesson. 

 

And so this morning, again, I will be listening not for the ringing of bells or chirping of carolers, but for the 

rumble of a chaotic, blessed youth. 

 

Mer-r-r-r-r-r-r-r-ry Christmas.                                                                                     Reprinted from latimes.com 

http://articles.latimes.com/2008/dec/25/sports/sp-plaschke25 

A game with a built-in buzz 
December 25, 2008|BILL PLASCHKE 

 

Underneath the perfect plastic pines of my lovely Target tree, I am assured today of reaping the usual middle-

aged bounty. 

 

There will be DVDs, socks, a sports book written by some friend of whom I'm insanely jealous, a tie that I will 

wear once before dipping into a grand slam breakfast, an oversized candy bar I will feel compelled to consume 

on the spot. 

 

Absent, again, will be the one thing I secretly desire most. 

 

Again, there will be no electric football. 

 

I never ask for it, I wouldn't dare, nobody would understand, but, jeepers, I miss it dearly. 

 

The giant metal field, the tiny little players, the cardboard stands, the wondrous appearance of miniature 

football . . . followed by the vibrating reality of absolute chaos. 

 

You spend 20 minutes carefully setting up the players to run an intricate off-tackle play. You then flick a 

switch and howl at two minutes of madness. 

 

The running back carrying the tiny foam ball in his crooked little hand bounces off the fullback, spins and 

rumbles in the wrong direction. 

 

"No! No! No!" you scream above the rattle of the field. 

 

He never listens, of course, so soon your attention is diverted to the two linemen, arms interlocked, dancing a 

do-si-do in the other end zone. 

 

"Cut that out!" you shout while turning the dial to increase the vibration in hopes of breaking them up. 

 

That never works, so you then focus on the rest of your offensive line, which has rattled off to block the heck 

out of the sidelines, repeatedly pounding the metal borders with a vengeance. 

 

"What's wrong with you?" you shout, momentarily forgetting that you are the one trying to communicate with 

toys. 

 

At this point, having deemed the running back irresponsible, you flip the switch again, stop the vibrating, 

remove the ball from his arm, and place it in the appendage of the quarterback, who has a special lever for 

passing. 

 

This is, of course, a desperation move, the successful completion of a pass in electric football being the single 

most difficult achievement in the history of sports. 

 

You flip the switch again, the vibrating begins, the arm is cocked, the foam is flung directly into the metal field, 

a lifetime zero completion percentage intact, but by now, with so many toppled players moving in artful circles, 

the entire deal begins to resemble electric synchronized swimming. 

 

I loved it. I played it. I suffered it. 

 

I would set up the players for a pregame race, turn the vibration to high, then run for cover when a drinking 

glass rattled off the kitchen table and fell to its death. 
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I would attempt to kick a field goal with the kickers' leg, knock the foam ball under the couch, then scream at 

vacuum-wielding mother to please back slowly away. 

 

Despite their constant entanglements, the players never really fought. The same could not be said for the 
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Reprinted from  latimes.com 

http://articles.latimes.com/2008/dec/25/sports/sp-plaschke25 
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An Editorial Comment by Chris LeMay 

Stories like the preceding appear often, especially at this time of year, by newspaper 

columnist and internet “bloggers” across the country. This one was more “tame” that 

some I have seen. While it is entertaining, there is a large amount of truth in everything 

the author is saying and recounting about the game.  
 

The Miniature Football Coaches Association (MFCA) was created out of a need for a 

unified organization that would promote fun and fellowship through the game and hobby 

of electric football. 

 

Electric Football® is a registered trademark of Tudor Games® the original manufacturer 

of electric football. Other companies have produced similar games under the names of 

“Vibra-Action Football” and “Vibrating Football” but “Electric Football” is still the one 

name and term that most people associate with “OH YEAH!! That game with the metal 

field that vibrates and the players run around in circles all over the place.” 

 

“Miniature Football” is the term that was chosen by the founding members of the MFCA to 

encompass all games of table top football that apply a power source to a metal or other 

material playing surface in a manner that causes this “field” to vibrate and cause the 

figures or “players” to “run” and thus simulate as closely as possible the game of football 

in miniature.     

 

The Purpose and Mission of the MFCA is: “Assisting the miniature football hobbyist by 

promoting miniature football, educating the public and providing an association which 

recognizes and supports the diverse coaches and leagues.” 

 

For a lot of kids receiving this game for Christmas, this game was a huge disappointment, 

after the initial excitement of finding it under the tree. For many people, like myself, it 

was still fun to play and where I could recreate my favorite professional football teams 

with my favorite professional football players competing in a “Solitaire League” of my own 

design using the basic rules of the game and creating some of my own rules to make it 

more exciting and enjoyable to play. 

 

It will forever be impossible to totally erase the memories and perceptions that the 

general public has of the game. But through associations like the MFCA and “Solitaire 

Leagues of the MFCA” we can show the world how the game has changed and the fun and 

fellowship that can be enjoyed through the game and hobby of “miniature football”. 
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Up, Up, Up And Away! 
Read the article 

 

s evidenced by the previous article, 

receiving an electric football game from 

Santa on Christmas Day provided us 

with many great memories of our childhood. It 

was also on Christmas Day that many of us 

received other gifts from family and friends that 

were related to football.  

Some of the ones that I can 

remember were a complete 

football uniform with a 

helmet, shoulder pads, 

pants and jersey; a 

Minnesota Vikings logo, 

purple and gold, knit hat; 

numerous football board 

games; books about 

football and of course 

footballs, usually with a 

kicking tee. 

Playing backyard football 

was also a big part of 

Christmas Day.     

But pro football on 

Christmas Day is not as 

traditional as football on 

Thanksgiving Day and 

certainly cannot even hold 

a candle to Football on New Years’ Day. The NFL 

usually only schedules games on Christmas Day 

when it falls on a regular game day (Saturday, 

Sunday, or Monday). Since 1989 there have been 

only 17 regular season games played on 

Christmas Day, in the NFL.   

About the only football game I can remember 

being played on Christmas day from my 

childhood was the “longest game in NFL history” 

AFC playoff game between the Kansas City Chiefs 

and Miami Dolphins on Christmas Day, 1971.  

I was 14. A trip to my aunt’s house in Nashville, 

TN from our house in Lawrenceburg (about a 2 

hour drive), had become a Christmas tradition for 

my mom’s side of the family. This was after we 

had already been up since 3:00 am with our own 

Christmas morning family breakfast, opening 

presents from Santa and other family members. 

At my aunt’s, it was opening more presents, 

eating the traditional 

Christmas lunch of baked or 

smoked ham with all the 

trimmings and traditional 

Christmas deserts.  

I don’t remember the other 

game played earlier that 

day, the NFC playoff game 

between the Cowboys and 

Vikings, probably because 

of all the other Christmas 

festivities going on. I guess 

by the time the Chiefs – 

Dolphins game came on we 

were full and ready to wind 

down from the all the 

excitement and good food 

of the day. 

I know it was getting late 

when the game went into overtime, and we were 

all ready to leave for the drive back home by 

then. We did finally leave after the first overtime 

ended. On the way back home my Dad had the 

car radio on listening to the game and I 

remember sitting up behind the front seats 

leaning in trying to hear the announcers as they 

called the game.  

The Dolphins were my favorite team at that time 

with Bob Griese, Larry Csonka, Jim Kiick, Paul 

Warfield , Larry Little, Nick Bouniconti, and little 

Garo Yepremian, kicking the ball . So I was 

A 
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extremely excited win Garo kicked the field goal 

to win for the Dolphins and end the game.  

I had a subscription to Sports Illustrated, and that 

cover photo of Garo Yepremian kicking the field 

goal to end the “NFL’s Longest Game” became an 

icon of professional football. I kept that issue 

along with 5 years of other issues (from 1970 to 

1975) in boxes in my closet for a long time, but 

finally had to get rid of because I got tired of 

moving them everywhere after I got married. 

Those boxes were heavy. Of course, years later it 

was one of those things that you wonder why 

you did that. “I had some valuable stuff in those 

boxes”                 

The NFL on Christmas                  Reprinted from profootbalhofl.com 

 

 Here are the results of NFL games played on Christmas. 

 

1971 – Dallas Cowboys 20, MINNESOTA VIKINGS 12 (Divisional Playoff Game) 

The Cowboys' defense forced five turnovers to give Dallas control of the game. Dallas expanded a 6-3 halftime lead by 
scoring twice in the third quarter on an 13-yard TD run by Duane Thomas and a 9-yard Roger Staubach to Bob Hayes 
touchdown pass play. 

 
1971 – Miami Dolphins 27, KANSAS CITY CHIEFS, 24 (2 OT) (Divisional Playoff Game) 

The Dolphins prevailed in a seesaw battle during the 1971 AFC Divisional Playoff Game. Miami's Garo Yepremian ended the 
NFL's longest game ever with a 37-yard field goal in double overtime to give the Dolphins the win. The Chiefs' Ed Podolak 
turned in one of the single greatest post-season performances when he accumulated a combined 350 all-purpose yards.  
 

1989 – MINNESOTA VIKINGS 29, Cincinnati Bengals 21 

Rich Karlis kicked five field goals, all in the first half, to lead Minnesota to a win on Monday Night Football during Week 16. 
With the win the Vikings clinched the NFC Central Division crown and knocked the Bengals out of the playoffs. Minnesota's 
defense picked up six sacks in the game, including three by Chris Doleman. 
 

1993 – Houston Oilers 10, SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS 7 

Played on Saturday of the season's next to last final regular season weekend, the game matched the league's two highest 
scoring teams. Ironically, the game was marked by defense. The Oilers won their tenth straight game and snapped the 49ers' 
franchise-record 13-game home regular season winning streak. 
 

1994 – MIAMI DOLPHINS 27, Detroit Lions 20 

The Dolphins downed the Lions in Miami to win the AFC Eastern Division title. The win also gave Don Shula his record 319th 
regular season victory. Miami dominated the first half as running back Bernie Parmalee rushed for three touchdowns. Detroit 
rallied in the fourth quarter but their comeback fell short. 
 

1995 – Dallas Cowboys 37, ARIZONA CARDINALS 13 

The final game of the regular season, this Monday night matchup was one-sided as the Cowboys earned home field 
advantage throughout the NFC playoffs. Troy Aikman passed for 350 yards and threw a pair of touchdowns to Kevin Williams, 
who had a career-high 9 catches for 203 yards. 
 

1999 – Denver Broncos 17, DETROIT LIONS 7 

The Broncos controlled the game as running back Olandis Gary rushed for 185 yards, including 174 in the second half. The 
rushing total was the most by a Denver rookie at the time. Meanwhile the Broncos defense shutdown the hometown Lions by 
limiting them to a mere 32 yards rushing, and recorded five quarterback sacks. 

 

2000 – TENNESSEE TITANS 31, Dallas Cowboys 0 

The Titans dominated the Cowboys to win the AFC Central Division, and secure home field advantage throughout the AFC 
playoffs. The tempo was set early as Steve McNair orchestrated a 74-yard drive on the opening series capped by a 17-yard 
TD pass to Derrick Mason. Tennessee put the game away by converting four turnovers into 24 points in the third quarter.  
 

2004 – KANSAS CITY CHIEFS 31, Oakland Raiders 30 

Chiefs placekicker Lawrence Tynes redeemed himself by kicking a 38-yard game-winning field goal with 22 seconds 
remaining in the game. Tynes had missed two previous field goal attempts earlier in the game but nailed the winner through 
the uprights after Dante Hall returned a kickoff 49 yards to give Kansas City excellent field position. 
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2004 – Denver Broncos 37, TENNESSEE TITANS 16 

Denver quarterback Jake Plummer threw for 303 yards and a pair of touchdowns while running back Reuben Droughns 
scored three TDs as the Broncos beat the Tennessee Titans 37-16 to stay in the hunt for a wildcard spot. 
 

2005 – Chicago Bears 24, GREEN BAY PACKERS 17 

The Bears defense intercepted four passes as the team claimed the NFC North Division title and a first round bye in the 
playoffs. The win also marked the first time since 1991 that the Bears swept the Packers. 
 

2005 – BALTIMORE RAVENS 30, Minnesota Vikings 23 

Quarterback Kyle Boller completed 24 of 34 passes for 289 yards and threw 3 TDs while Derrick Mason had 9 catches for 103 
yards and one TD to lead the Ravens past the Vikings. Minnesota's post-season hopes ended with the loss. 
 

2006 – Philadelphia Eagles 23, DALLAS COWBOYS 7 

The Eagles scored on four of its first five possessions en route to a win over the Cowboys in Dallas. Philadelphia QB Jeff 
Garcia threw for 238 yards and TD and RB Brian Westbrook rushed for 122 yards on 26 carries. 
 

2006 – New York Jets 13, MIAMI DOLPHINS 10 

The Jets and Dolphins battled through a torrential rainstorm and sloppy field conditions. Neither team scored in the first half 
but had touchdowns in the fourth quarter after the rain let up. Jets’ kicker Mike Nugent won the game on a  30-yard field goal 
with 10 seconds to play in regulation. The Dolphins Ronnie Brown led all rushers with 110 yards on 18 carries. 
 

2009 – San Diego Chargers 42, TENNESSEE TITANS 17 

This rare Friday night NFL game kicked off week 16 action as the Chargers went into Tennessee and handled their business 
even though they had clinched the AFC West Division six days earlier. Philip Rivers completed 21-27 passes for 264 yards 
and two touchdowns in the rout. One notable for the Titans was running back Chris Johnson who rushed for 142 yards (his 
10th-straight 100-yard rushing game of the season) and one touchdown on the way to his 2,000-yard rushing season. 
 

2010 – ARIZONA CARDINALS 27, Dallas Cowboys 26 

 Neither the (5-10) Cowboys nor the (5-10) Cardinals were playing for a spot in the playoffs on Christmas night at University of 
Phoenix Stadium. Dallas dominated the game statistically, but two interception returns for touchdowns by cornerbacks 
Dominique Rodgers-Cromartie (32 yards) and Greg Toler (66 yards) helped Arizona jump out to a 21-3 lead. The Cowboys 
rallied and with only 1:41 left in the game pull ahead with a 37-yard touchdown pass from Stephen McGee to Miles Austin. 
Unfortunately for Dallas, the Cowboys missed the extra point and left the door open for a Jay Feely 48-yard game-winning 
field goal with just five seconds remaining in the game. 
 

2011 – GREEN BAY PACKERS 35, Chicago Bears 21 

The Bears and Packers faced off for the 184th time, which includes two postseason meetings, during the Sunday Night 
Football Christmas special. Chicago was fighting for the final Wild Card spot in the NFC, while Green Bay, the NFC North 
Division Champions, were playing to secure the conference's number one seed. The Bears' third-string running back Kahlil 
Bell rushed for 121 yards and helped Chicago's depleted offense keep the game close, at 14-10 early in the third quarter. But 
Aaron Rodgers, who threw for 283 yards and 5 TDs, drove the Packers for touchdowns on their next three possessions to put 
the game out of reach. 

***HOME TEAM IN CAPS*** 

 

Interestingly, my home town, TENNESSEE TITANS, have played in four Christmas Day games (once while still in 

Houston). Their record is 2 – 2 on Christmas. My nephew, Josh, was at the 2009 game. A rare, extremely cold 
December evening in Tennessee, as I recall. I was watching the game in the comfort and warmth of my brother’s 
home, in Murfreesboro, TN. Josh, my brother’s son, rarely goes to a football game, but someone had given him the 
tickets. I would have been there, too, if someone had given me tickets, and enjoyed every bone-chilling minute of it.  

 

Chris Johnson rushes 

for his 10th straight 

100 + yard game en-

route to 2000 rushing 

yard season against 

the Chargers on 

Christmas Day of 

2009. 

 

 

 

Click picture above for a slideshow of this game.
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One of the many joys of the Holiday Season when I was growing up 

was spending hours upon hours leafing through the pages of the 

Sears or Penny’s Chritmas catalogs. We usually received one or 

both prior to Thanksgiving and for many years the first section I 

tried to find was the toy section and especially the pages that had 

the new electric football games and other sports games.  

 

There is a website “WishbookWeb.com” devoted entirely to 

preserving many of the Christmas catalogs of the past.  

 

Even as early as 1933, Spiegel was advertising a football and 

baseball game in their “Christmas-Sale” catalog. 

 

    

 

On the following pages I have reprinted some of the covers and 

pages that are featuring electric football games available for that 

particular year.  

 

As a collector of electric football games and other football board 

games, I have found this to be a very valuable resource for 

identifying vintage games.  
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SPIEGEL 1955 CHRISTMAS CATALOG 
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1969 Sears Christmas Book 
“America’s Favorite Wish Book” 
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MONTGOMERY WARD 1975 CHRISTMAS 

“BOOK OF VALUES” 
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JCPenney 
Christmas 1980 
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Sears 1988 Wish Book 
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lectric football ruined 

Christmas for me! OK, 

not Christmas, just Santa        

 Claus. It was December 1970, 

 and I had just turned nine. I 

 know that was a little old for 

 Santa, but come on now, times 

 were simpler then! I had been 

 having serious doubts about the 

 whole Santa story for two or 

three years (we spent Christmas at grandmas 500 

miles away,   she   had   no  chimney,  and somehow 

my presents ended up there), but I had no definitive 

proof. I still played along with my parents, and deep 

down, I wanted Santa to be real. In fact, when older 

boys told me he did not exist, I usually defended 

him by calling them “stupid.” That year, the hot 

item at the Big Toy Box at Sears was electric 

football. I had never been to a football game and the 

boys in my rural housing development near 

Asheville, NC preferred baseball, but electric 

football looked like a neat game, and everybody 

else wanted one, so it was at the top of my list. 

Besides, I already had enough G. I. Joe stuff.   

      

One day after school, in the middle of a game of 

catch, my next-door neighbor and constant side-kick 

Jeff Duhe bluntly declared that there was no Santa. I 

rushed him, wrestled him to the ground, and told 

him to take it back. When he said he had proof, he 

had my curiosity, so I let him up. We were both 

“latch-key kids,” and neither his nor my parents 

were home. He reminded me that he, too, had 

requested an electric football game from Santa as he 

led me into his parents’ bedroom. When he threw 

open their closet door, there in plain view on the top 

shelf was the Tudor Electric Football Super Bowl! 

I’m guessing this was a week to ten days before 

Christmas, and my first thought was that his 

parents, by sheer coincidence, had gotten him the 

same gift that Santa would bring the next week. 

Then he suggested the unthinkable – “Let’s go see if 

your parents got you one.” I was a hundred percent 

sure that we would not find a big electric football 

box anywhere in my house, but when we looked in 

their closet, there it was, conveniently perched on 

the top shelf! We got it down and looked at the box, 

just imagining all those little football players 

running around in an organized fashion, and then 

the realization sunk in that Jeff was right. Deep 

down, I had known all along, but I just didn’t want 

to let Santa go. I was mad at Jeff for a few weeks 

after that, but I didn’t say anything to my parents 

about it. Sure enough, the game showed up at 

grandmas in Greenville, NC on Christmas morning!  

      

 
 

Oh well, Santa or not, every kid in my 

neighborhood got an electric football game that 

year! I had no idea how to set up an offense or 

defense, or for that matter, who the Chiefs and 

Vikings were. It would be a couple of years and 

another electric football game before I learned how 

the game was supposed to work, but that Christmas 

of 1970 was my most memorable. I lost Santa, but I 

gained something that has provided me with 

countless hours of entertainment for over forty 

years. 
 

Ray Sugg is a high school teacher from Canton, NC. 

In addition to playing electric football, his interests 

include soccer and fly-fishing for trout. “I have 

been playing solitaire electric football since I got 

my first set, Super Bowl IV Chiefs v. Vikings”. Be 

sure to follow his “Dream Season” posts on the 

MFCA Solitaire Form. 
 

E 

page 20 

 



page 21 

 

SOLITAIRE COACHES POINTS CHALLENGE 

UPDATE: as of 12/24/2012 
 

The Solitaire Coaches Points Challenge is heating up in the midst of the winter freeze. With 
temperatures dropping the action is rising in the Solitaire Leagues of the MFCA.  

 
To date there have been 167 games entered with 170 teams participating in the SCPC. There are now teams in 
every division of the SCPC. The 3.3 Limited Division, by far, still has the most teams entered.  
 
The Current standings by division: 
3.3 LIMITED 
RANK TEAM OWNER HOME LEAGUE WON LOST SCPC  
1 Los Angeles Rams Charles Angell CAPEF 5 0 47  
2 Columbus Crimson Knights Mike Veliky NJLMFL 5 0 40 
3 Cleveland Browns Mike Veliky NJLMFL 4 0 39 
4 Green Bay Packers Chris LeMay AFL vs NFL vs WFL CS 3 3 39 
5 Kansas City Chiefs Chris LeMay AFL vs NFL vs WFL CS 3 2 38 
6 Oakland Raiders Chris LeMay AFL vs NFL vs WFL CS 2 3 36 
7 Vicksburg Cannons Mike Veliky NJLMFL 4 1 34 
8 Dallas Cowboys Chris LeMay AFL vs NFL vs WFL CS 3 1 34 
9 New York Jets Chris LeMay AFL vs NFL vs WFL CS 4 0 33 
10 Arizona Cardinals Mike Veliky NJLMFL 3 0 29 
 

3.3 TWEAKED 
RANK TEAM OWNER HOME LEAGUE WON LOST SCPC  
11 Skulls Owen Gross Independent  3 1 26 
55 U of M Golden Gophers Derrick Gross Helmet Row Show 1 0 10 
112 SMU Mustangs Ed Morgans ECFA 1 0 5 
113 Texas Tech Red Raiders Ed Morgans ECFA 1 0 5 
126 TCU Horned Frogs Ed Morgans ECFA 0 1 5 
127 Baylor Bears Ed Morgans ECFA 0 1 5 
132 Bemidji State Beavers Derrick Gross Helmet Row Show 0 1 4  
165 Houston Cougars Ed Morgans ECFA 0 1 3  
 

4.0 INCLUSIVE 
RANK TEAM OWNER HOME LEAGUE WON LOST SCPC  
37 1972 Miami Dolphins Ray Sugg DSEFL 2 0 15 
70 Possum Lake Lodge Golden Ducts Shane Hoopfer MOFL 1 0 9 
80 1966 Green Bay Packers Ray Sugg DSEFL 1 0 8 
86 1970 Baltimore Colts Ray Sugg DSEFL 1 0 7 
89  Oklahoma State Cowboys Ed Morgans ECFA 1 0 7 
99 Pacific Sharks Al Dunham MOFL 1 0 6 
100 Oklahoma State Cowboys Bryan Nutt  1 0 6 
101 1986 New York Giants Ray Sugg DSEFL 1 0 6 
103 1975 Pittsburgh Steelers Ray Sugg DSEFL 1 0 6 
108 1982 Washinhgton Redskins Ray Sugg DSEFL 1 0 6 
  

UNLIMITED 
RANK TEAM OWNER HOME LEAGUE WON LOST SCPC  
35 1985 Chicago Bears Reginald Rutledge NFLGTSL 2 0 16 
86 1994 Dallas Cowboys Reginald Rutledge NFLGTSL 1 0 7 
89 1976 Oakland Raiders Ray Sugg DSEFL 1 0 7 
105 Miami Hurricanes Mantaraydre HRS 1 0 6 
155 Colorado Buffalos Mantaraydre HRS 0 1 4 
158 St. Louis Cardinals Reginald Rutledge NFLGTSL 0 1 3 
161 1987 Washington Redskins Reginald Rutledge NFLGTSL 0 1 3 
163 1985 Chicago Bears Ray Sugg DSEFL 0 1 3 
170 1967 Green Bay Packers Reginald Rutledge NFLGTSL 0 1 1 
 

 



by Derrick Gross 

he Solitaire Coaches Points Challenge 

was designed with three core themes or 

goals in mind. To bring solitaire coaches 

together for the purpose of sharing and 

fellowship, to promote solitaire play in our 

hobby, and the MFCA, and finally to crown a 

national champion solitaire team. 

The intent of the SCPC is not to create another 

league, compete against existing leagues, 

change how solitaire coaches play, or require 

them to do anything more or different than 

what they are already doing. In fact, the 

contrary is the purpose of the SCPC. The 

SCPC is intended to promote and add to what 

solitaire coaches do. The SCPC brings 

solitaire coaches together by allowing them to 

compete against other solitaire coaches 

through a point system that ranks solitaire 

teams regardless of the style, rules, and 

format used. 

The Basics of the SCPC are very simple. As 

owners play games in their solitaire leagues 

and tournaments they simply enter the results 

of each game into the SCPC Game Results 

Reporting Form. 

Teams earn points for games played, points 

scored, and points allowed. Each team can 

enter up to ten games. Teams are also 

awarded two Quality Win Bonus Points for 

each SCPC game the teams they defeat win. 

All coaches/owners have to do is enter their 

game results using the form linked above. The 

SCPC rules committee does the rest. Points 

are updated as games are reported - with in a 

day or so - and rankings are updated weekly 

on Sunday. The team with the most points is 

ranked number one. 

The SCPC can be just that simple. All you 

have to do is play your games, enter your 

results, and watch your teams rise and fall in 

the rankings as you, and other owners, enter 

games. That’s it..........If you want that to be it, 

but there’s more to the SCPC, much, much 

more. 

Within the SCPC there are two other ways for 

solitaire teams to earn points via Bonuses 

both of which offer the participant that wants it 

a more competitive experience. 

The first is Division Bonus Points. Each team 

an owner enters game results for is placed in 

one of four SCPC Divisions (3.3 Limited, 3.3 

Tweaked, 4.0 Inclusive, Unlimited). Many 

solitaire coaches have leagues with teams that 

qualify for different divisions. Have you ever 

wondered what might happen if one of your 

unweighted teams played a weighted team? 

Or if a tweaked team took on an un-tweaked 

team? The SCPC offers your teams an 

incentive to play teams from more difficult 

divisions. If you choose to have one of your 

teams play a team from a higher division, and 

they win, that team will receive one Division 

Bonus Point for each division the team they 

defeated is above them. NOTE: Division 

designations are chosen by team owners. 

Owners are asked not to change division 

designations during the season. 

The second method to earn additional points is 

through Game Scenario Bonus Points. GSBP 

are determined based on who owns the teams 

playing in a given game and who actually 

coaches the game. Most SCPC games are 

played between two teams owned by the same 

person who also coaches the game, but not 

always. Wouldn’t it be harder for a solitaire 

team to win a game that their owner wasn’t 

coaching? Doesn’t it make sense that it would 

be harder for a solitaire team to beat a team 

from a different owner? What if a team plays a 

team from a different owner and the game is 

coached by someone else or even the other 

team’s owner? Now we’re talking challenging! 

If you have your solitaire team’s play in a 

game such as those just described, and they 

win, your team will receive GSBP. 
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The number of points available via DBP and 

GSBP can be seen in the SCPC Official Rules 

and Regulations. 

With so many ways to earn points each 

solitaire owner participating in the SCPC has a 

decision to make. Should they play the ‘simple’ 

way described earlier or should they risk wins 

for the allure of additional points via pursuing 

division and/or game scenario bonus point 

situations? 

The strategies and possibilities are endless. 

With so many ways to play why not join the 

SCPC? You can continue to play all your 

games your way, or mix and match by getting 

your teams involved in games outside your 

normal solitaire play. 

Who will be the first SCPC National Champion 

and how will their owner get them enough 

points to be number one? Will a team that 

plays all ten games within its own league be 

able to earn more points than a team that 

takes on different opponents, gets coached by 

different owners, and/or plays teams from a 

higher division? Maybe some crafty owner will 

mix it up and do some of each with one of their 

teams. Only time will tell. How you manage 

your teams’ ten game SCPC schedule is 

completely up to you. 

If that isn’t enough to peak your interest and 

get you to participate in and/or follow the 

SCPC season don’t worry, there’s more. Yes, 

there’s more! Following the conclusion of the 

year long season on June 30, 2013 the SCPC 

Rules Committee will select eight highly 

ranked, bowl eligible teams to participate in 

one of the four bowls that will make up the 

Solitaire Coaches Challenge Bowl 

Championship Series. 

In order to be bowl eligible a team must win at 

least six games. With so many teams already 

taking part there is sure to be a lot of bowl 

eligible teams. So, how will the SCPC 

Committee choose the bowl teams? There is 

no criteria, so promoting your league, teams, 

and lobbying for a bowl bid is highly 

encouraged - bribery will not be tolerated 

unless it is a sufficient enough bride to create 

a nice retirement portfolio for each of the four 

committee members. Build your team resumes 

and brag them up on the forum. Maybe the 

committee will take notice. More specific bowl 

selection criteria are being developed. 

The teams selected will play in one of the 

SCPC Bowl Championship Series bowls giving 

them an eleventh game and the opportunity to 

earn more SCPC points, and win the SCPC 

National Championship. Bowl teams and 

match-ups will be selected and set-up in such 

a manner as to provide highly entertaining 

games that has the potential to affect the final 

rankings. 

Who plays in what bowl game, who coaches 

the bowl games, where they are played, and 

what rules will be used will all be determined 

as the SCPC moves along. Bowl game 

participating teams may need to be shipped to 

the coach/location of the game. As with any 

other aspect of the SCPC no one will be asked 

to do anything they don’t want to do. 

On the fourth of July all bowl information will 

be posted. It is the hope of the committee that 

some of the bowl games can be played at the 

2013 MFCA convention. 

 

Wow! I hope I’ve covered all aspects of the 

SCPC and it all makes sense. There are so 

many different possible ways a solitaire coach 

can go about participating in the SCPC from 

the very basic and simple to the most 

competitive and strategic plan to acquire as 

many bonuses as possible. No matter how 

you go about it, every solitaire team owned by 

an MFCA member has a shot at the SCPC 

bowls and national championship. 

Just like playing solitaire the SCPC can be 

done the way that is most fun for you. The 

difference now is with the SCPC no one has to 

be ‘All Alone’ anymore. 

If anyone has any questions don’t hesitate to 

contact a committee member. 
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he Rose Bowl, the Orange Bowl, the Sugar 
Bowl, the Cotton Bowl, these are the games 
that started it all, the games that I remember 
watching on TV as a kid on New Year’s Day. 

These were the games that often decided the National 
Championship of college football, long before the Bowl 
Championship Series (BCS) and BCS rankings that 
have led to so much controversy and eventual playoff 
system that will replace the BCS. 
 
Today there are 35 college bowl games played anywhere 
from mid – December to the last week of January. 
Corporate sponsorship has taken over the Bowl games 
to the point that the once familiar names are gone. Now 
we have the Chick-fil-a Bowl, the Tostitos Fiesta Bowl, 
the Capital One Bowl and numerous other “Company 
Name” bowls.  
 
Television has so changed the bowl game schedule that 
now we have “College Bowl Game Week” in which the 5 
BCS Bowl games are played from January 1st to as late 
as January 10th in 2011. 
 
However New Year’s Day is still the day for “The 
Granddaddy of Them All” the 
 

 
The Rose Bowl (officially the Rose Bowl Game 
presented by Vizio for sponsorship purposes) is an 
annual American college football bowl game, usually 
played on January 1 (New Year's Day) at the Rose Bowl 
in Pasadena, California. When New Year's Day falls on a 
Sunday, the game is played on Monday, January 2. The 
Rose Bowl is nicknamed "The Granddaddy of Them 
All" because it is the oldest bowl game, and is often 
considered the most prestigious of all the bowl games. It 
was first played in 1902, and has been played annually 
since 1916. Since 1945, it has been the highest attended 
college football bowl game It is a part of the 
Tournament of Roses "America's New Year 
Celebration", which also includes the historic 
Tournament of Roses Parade. Except in the years 
when the Rose Bowl served as the BCS National 
Championship Game, the Rose Bowl game has 
continued to be played in the afternoon. 
 
In 2002 and 2006 (2001 and 2005 football seasons), 
the Rose Bowl game was also the BCS National 
Championship Game. In the current BCS alignment, the 
Rose Bowl hosts the Big Ten and Pacific-12 conference 
champions unless they are involved in the national 

championship game. Beginning with the 2012 Rose 
Bowl, Rose Bowl game representative teams from the 
Big Ten and Pacific-12 conferences are determined by 
Big Ten Football Championship Game and Pacific-12 
Football Championship Game, respectively. 
 
After the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941,  the 
1942 Rose Bowl Game was played in Durham, NC 
between Duke and Oregon State. 
 
Ten times the Rose Bowl has featured the No. 1 ranked 
team in the country and 3 times the No. 1 and No. 2 
teams have played in the Rose Bowl.  
 
 Since 1989, the Rose Bowl has selected “Hall of 
Famers” 
 
Eight former players have come back to coach teams in 
the Rose Bowl Game and seven coaches have coached 
more than one team in the annual classic.  

 
In the 1929 game. “Wrong Way” 
Roy Riegels” made his famous 69 
yard run in the wrong direction.  
 
In 2003, a panel from the College 
Football Hall of Fame and CBS 
Sports chose Riegels' "Wrong 
way run in the Rose Bowl" one 
of six "Most Memorable 
Moments of the Century." 
 
USC (the University of Southern 
California) and Michigan have the 

most Rose Bowl Game appearances with 22 and 20 
respectively followed by Washington and Ohio State 
with 14.  
 
USC has the most wins with 24.  
 
The current No 1 and No 2 teams, Notre Dame once in 
1925 and Alabama 6 times, winning 4 – the last in 1946, 
have played in the Rose Bowl.  
 
In 2007, Miggle 
Toys introduced the 
first “Rose Bowl” 
Electric Football® 
Game with USC vs. 
Michigan.  
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The Orange Bowl along with the Sugar Bowl are the 
two oldest continuing Bowl games to be played on New 
Year’s Day.  
 
The Orange Bowl, currently known as the Discover 
Orange Bowl is played in Miami, FL. It was known as 
the Fed-Ex Orange Bowl from 1989 – 2010.  
 

           
 

 
The Orange Bowl Trophy 

 
In 2001 and 2005, it was host to the BCS National 
Championship Game.  
 
Oklahoma has made 18 appearances in the Orange Bowl 
with a record of 12 – 6 and Nebraska has appeared 17 
times with 8 wins and 9 losses. 
 
The Big Eight and the SEC have the most Conference 
appearances in the Orange Bowl. 
 
The Allstate Sugar Bowl has been played since 1935, 
and typically features an SEC team, usually the 
conference champion. It is also part of the Bowl 
Championship Series.   
 

 
 
The Sugar Bowl was the site of the BCS National 
Championship Game in 2004 when LSU played 
Oklahoma.  
 

 
LSU 21 Oklahoma 14 

 
Alabama and LSU lead the teams with the most 
appearances at 13 each followed by Florida and Georgia 
with 9 each. Ole Miss has 8 and Tennessee 7. Oklahoma 
leads the non-SEC teams having played in the Sugar 
Bowl 6 times.   
 
The Cotton Bowl Classic, begun in 1936, is currently 
played in Cowboy Stadium, Arlington, Texas. The first 
game was played January 1, 1937 in Dallas at the Texas 
State Fairgrounds. 
 

 
 

The Cotton Bowl has featured a No. 1 ranked team 4 
times in its history, in 1960 when No. 1 Syracuse and 
star Ernie Davis defeated No. 4 Texas 23-14. Texas has 
played in the Cotton Bowl as the No. 1 ranked team 3 
other times and the 1964 game featured No. 1 Texas vs. 
No. 2 Navy with Texas winning that game 28 – 6. This 
game also featured Heisman Trophy winner Roger 
Staubach at quarterback for the Midshipman who would 
later play for the Dallas Cowboys of the NFL.  
 
Texas has participated in the Cotton Bowl Classic 22 
times winning 11 of the contests, Arkansas and Texas A 
& M 12 times with 4 wins each. 
 
Miggle Toys began selling NCAA licensed teams in 2001 
and of course there are numerous custom painters of  
college football teams making it possible to replay some 
of these great New Year’s Day Bowl Game Classics 
on the miniature metal gridiron a New Year’s Day 
tradition for many miniature electric football game 
enthusiast and hobbyist.       

 
page 25 

 



 

raditionally New Year’s Day is the day for college 
bowl games. However, when New Year’s Day falls 
on a Sunday, college bowl games are moved to 

Monday. This leaves that day open for professional 
football to be played on New Year’s Day.  
 
The First AFL Championship game, between the Los 
Angeles Chargers and Houston Oilers  was played on New 
Year’s Day because Christmas Day had fallen on the 
previous Sunday.  The NFL Championship game between 
the Green Bay Packers and Philadelphia Eagles had been 
played on Monday, December 26, because the NFL did not 
want to play on Christmas Day.  Another factor prompting 
the AFL to move their championship game to New Year’s 
Day was that since that day was on a Sunday, the 
traditional college bowl games would be moved to 
Monday, January 2nd. This left Sunday, January 1st wide 
open for the AFL to be the only football available for a 
national TV audience on that day. The Oilers won the first 
American Football League championship, 24-16. 
 

           
 
As part of the AFL – NFL merger agreement, the two 
leagues agreed to play their Championship games on the 
same day for the 1966, 1967, 1968 and 1969 seasons. For 
1966, these games were played on Sunday January 1, 
1967.  The winner of these games would meet in the First 
AFL vs. NFL World Championship of Professional Football 
played 2 weeks later on January 15, 1967  
 
The Chiefs won the AFL Championship over the Buffalo 
Bills 31 -7 ending the Bills dominance of the AFL over the 
previous two seasons. 
 

             
The Green Bay Packers, champions of the NFL in 1965, 
defeated the young Dallas Cowboys, appearing in their 
first championship game , 34 – 27.  
 
The AFC and NFC conference championship games played 
in January 1978, marked the last time professional 
football championship games would be played on New 
Year’s Day. 
 

 
 
In the AFC Championship game the Denver Broncos 
defeated the Oakland Raiders 20 – 17. 

 

 
The Dallas Cowboys beat the Minnesota Vikings 23 – 6 in 
the NFC. 
 
Since 1978, with the expansion of the NFL to its current 32 
teams and the length of the regular season to 16 games over 
a 17 week period, professional football now ends the last 
weekend in December or the first weekend of January. New 
Year’s Day 2006 and 2012 both saw a full schedule of games.

 

T 
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awesome site. tons of fun & information. great for the hobby !!!! 

 

I love this site. I am currently working on rebuilding my teams from the 80s. Then 

maybe one day to the 70s. Thank You...Great Job... 

 

Great site Charlie! Your dedication to the hobby of electric football goes beyond words 

and it's because of people like you that electric football will be around long after we're 

gone. Best of luck for many more years of EF enjoyment. 
 

hese are just a few of the comments 

that you will find on a visit to the 

guest book page of Charles 

Angell’s C_A_PANTHER ELECTRIC 

FOOTBALL. 

 

Charles is a 53 year old high school 

special education teacher and high school 

football coach. He was born and raised in 

southern West Virginia. Charles and his 

wife, Cathy, have 2 sons, Seth and Logan. 

 

“I STARTED C_A_PANTHER ABOUT 

10 YEARS AGO.....THE LEAGUE 

FEATURES TUDOR ORIGINAL 

FACTORY TEAMS FROM THE LATE 

60'S AND EARLY 70'S. MY 

COLLECTION INCLUDES 1969 

HOGLEG TEAMS AND A FEW 

CHICKENLEG AND HAITI 

TEAMS.......I PLAY TOURNAMENT 

TYPE GAMES WHERE I PICK 8 

TEAMS FROM THE NFL OR NFC AND 

8 TEAMS FROM THE AFL OR AFC 

AND PLAY SINGLE ELIMINATION 

UNTIL THE 2 CONFERENCES OR 

LEAGUES MEET IN THE SUPER 

BOWL.... I HAVE PLAYED 22 

SEASONS SINCE I STARTED MY 

ELECTRIC FOOTBALL WEB SITE : 

http://capanther.tripod.com ....on my 

page i keep super bowl winners, game 

scores and plenty of pictures of the latest 

games.....my page is also dedicated to 

preserving the history of tudor electric 

football.” 

T 

page 27 

 

http://capanther.tripod.com/


 

“I HAVE 2 GREAT SONS. SETH and LOGAN. THEY ARE BOTH VERY INTENSE WHEN THEY PLAY. THIS 
IS ANOTHER GREAT THING ABOUT THIS HOBBY, IT CAN BE A REAL FAMILY EVENT.” 

 

       

 
Cathy – “Team Photographer” 

Logan and “Moose” 

 

“REF …ARE YOU CRAZY???” 

 

Logan and Seth engage in battle on the 

metal gridiron 
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From the Locker Room 

Teams of the “Solitaire Leagues of the MFCA”  
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The Basic Single Wing Formation uses an unbalanced 

line with a guard and 2 tackles on one side of the center.  

The Offensive Coordinator 

“The Single Wing” 

 
The Single Wing offense is one of the most successful formations used in all levels of football. It was first made 
popular in the early 1900’s when Glenn “Pop” Warner began using the formation while coaching the Carlisle 
Indians and Jim Thorpe. It has found popularity today under the name “the Wildcat” with many professional and 
college teams running a “Wildcat Package” that utilizes players that are a combination running and passing threat. 
 
The Single Wing is characterized by an unbalanced line that has one guard and two tackles on the strong side of 
the line (or 2 guards and 1 tackle). Typically there are 4 backs, a tailback, fullback, quarterback and wingback in the 
backfield and aligned so that the tailback and fullback are several yards behind the center and to each side of the 
center. The quarterback is usually lined up directly behind or “stacked” behind the strong side tackle while a 
wingback is lined up to the outside of the strong side tight end giving it the wing shape for which it is named after.  
 
The center could snap the ball directly to either the tailback, fullback, or quarterback shifting in motion to the other 
side of the line. The single wing was one of the first formations attempting to trick the defense instead of over 
powering it.     

 

 

 

 

  

In this photo the fullback #35 has received the 

snap from center and is turned to run to the left. 

The offensive line has been adjusted to block 

right.  

The offensive line pushes the defense to the right 

and the fullback cuts inside towards the middle of 

the field.  
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The fullback #35 continues up field with the DB 

#21 in pursuit.  

DB #21 fails to make the tackle turning up 

field with the ball carrier.  

Fullback #35 continues to avoid tacklers and 

finally is run out of bounds for a 27 yard gain.  

      SINGLE WING OFF TACKLE                SINGLE WING BLOCKING BACK KEEPER 

                  THE FULLBACK WEDGE         SINGLE WING TAILBACK SWEEP PASS 
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The Defensive Coordinator 

 
I recently saw a post on the MFCA Forum in the RULES WORLD section entitled “Defense Football for dummies....for solitaire 
miniature football (LOL!!!)”  so I created these photos and graphics showing the 6 basic defenses that I use in my solitaire play.  

 

 

Basic 3 - 4 Defense 
or  

3 – 4 - 4 

 

 

 

8 – 10 yds behind LOS 

 

8 - 10 yds behind LOS  

ROLB 

8 – 10 yds behind LOS  

LOLB  

 

20 – 30 yds behind LOS 

FS 

20 – 30 yds behind LOS 

SS 

LOS covering WR 

CB 

LOS covering WR 

CB 
RDE  

LOS flanking T 

LDE  

LOS flanking T 

  

NT 

 LOS opposite Center 

Good all-purpose defense against the run or pass (3 down linemen – 4 linebackers – 4 defensive 

backs).  The lineman rush the quarterback while also anticipating a run inside the tackles,  the 

linebackers key on the offensive backfield watching for a handoff to a RB or a screen pass to a 

RB. The CB’s cover the WR’s man – to – man and the safeties back up the CB’s and LB’s. 

RILB ROLB 

 

Basic 4 -3 Defense 
or  

4 – 3 - 4 

 
8 – 10 yds  

behind LOS 

 MLB 

8 - 10 yds 

behind LOS  

WLB 2 – 5 yds behind 

LOS covering TE 

SLB 

20 – 30 yds behind LOS 

FS 

20 – 30 yds behind LOS 

SS 

LOS covering WR 

CB 

LOS covering WR 

CB 
RDE  

LOS flanking T 

LDE  

LOS flanking T 

  

RDT 

 

LDT 

 LOS opposite Guards 

Good all-purpose defense against the run or pass (4 down linemen – 3 linebackers – 4 defensive 

backs).  The lineman rush the quarterback while also anticipating a run inside the tackles,  the 

linebackers key on the offensive backfield watching for a handoff to a RB or a screen pass to a 

RB. The CB’s cover the WR’s man – to – man and the safeties back up the CB’s and LB’s. 
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Good all-purpose defense inside the red zone. 5 down linemen, 2 linebackers, 4 defensive 

backs. Ltneman key the Quarterback while watching for a run. Linebackers key the RB’s 

watching for a run or pass to the RB’s. CB’s man-to-man on the WR’s and the Safeties back up 

the CB’s in pass coverage while watching for a run or pass to the RB’s that has gotten pastthe 

linebackers and into the secondary.   

 

 

Basic 5 - 2 Defense 
or  

5 – 2 - 4 

 

LOS opposite 

center 

NT 

5 - 7 yds behind 

LOS  

WLB 

5 - 7 yds behind 

LOS  

SLB 

15 - 20 yds behind LOS 

FS 

15 = 20 yds behind LOS 

SS 

LOS covering WR 

CB 

LOS covering WR 

CB 
RDE  

LOS flanking T 

LDE  

LOS flanking T 

  

RDT 

 

LDT 

 

LOS opposite Guard 
LOS opposite Guard 

Long yardage “obvious passing” down defense. 3 down lineman, 2 outside LB’s , 6 defensive 

backs. Linemen “pass rush” the QB, outside LB’s “sit in zone” coverage and watch for screen 

pass to the RB’s or QB scramble. CB’s zone coverage the wide receivers. Safeties back up the 

CB’s in zone coverage. “Dime Backs” “sit in zone” coverage and key on the RB’s and QB and 

back up the outside LB’s.  

 

 

      

 

The “Dime” Defense 
or  

3 – 2 - 6 

 

                                     

15 – 20 yds behind LOS 

“DIME” 

DB 

DB 

8 - 10 yds behind 

LOS  

CB 

 8 – 10 yds                                                                                                                              

behind LOS  

CB 

 25 – 30 yds behind LOS 

FS 

25 – 30 yds behind LOS 

SS 

5 yds behind LOS 

WLB 

5 yds behind LOS 

SLB 

RDE  

LOS flanking T 

LDE  

LOS flanking T 

  

NT 

 LOS opposite Center 

                                     

15 – 20 yds behind LOS 

“DIME” 

DB 

DB 
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Medium or long yardage “obvious passing” down defense. 4 down lineman, 2 outside LB’s , 5 defensive backs. 

Linemen “pass rush” the QB, outside LB’s”chuck” the WR’s at the LOS, then key on the RB’s and QB to prevent 

a long screen pass gain or scramble by the QB. CB’s cover the WR’s man-to-man after their release by the LB’s. 

Safeties back up the CB’s in a deep zone. The “Nickle Back” or deep Safety keys on the QB and provides 

“double coaverage” to the area where the ball is thrown on a long pass.      

 

 

 
The “Nickle” Defense 

or  

4 – 2 - 5 

 
25 yds behind LOS 

“NICKLE” 

DB 

 8 - 10 yds behind 

LOS  

CB 

8 – 10 yds behind 

LOS  

CB 

20 yds behind LOS 

FS 

20 yds behind LOS 

SS 

LOS covering WR 

WLB 

LOS covering WR 

SLB 
RDE  

LOS flanking T 

LDE  

LOS flanking T 

  

RDT 

 

LDT 

 

LOS opposite Guards 

“Desperation” or “Hail Mary” last play “must score” defense. 3 down lineman, 2 line backers, 4 

defensive backs, 2 “Prevent” DB’s. Lineman “pass rush” the QB.  Line backers turned to drop 

back 10-15 yards in zone coverage. CB’s turned to run downfield with WR’s. Safeties back up 

LB’s and CB’s. “Prevent” DB’s “sit in zone” coverage to prevent a long gain for a TOUCHDOWN.    

 

 

      

 

 

“Prevent” Defense 
or 3-2-4-2 

                                     

30 – 40 yds behind LOS 

“PREVENT” 

DB 

DB 

CB 

LOS turned to run with 

WR 

 

CB 

LOS turned to run with 

WR 

 

 25 – 30 yds behind LOS 

FS 

25 – 30 yds behind LOS 

SS 

5 yds behind LOS turned to run 

towards own goal 

WLB 

5 yds behind LOS turned to run 

towards own goal 

SLB 

RDE  

LOS flanking T 

LDE  

LOS flanking T 

  

NT 

 LOS opposite Center 

                                     

30 – 40 yds behind LOS 

“PREVENT” 

DB 

DB 
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Special Teams Coordinator 

Every football game begins with a free kick down or “kickoff” 

 

The NFL rule book defines the kickoff as “a free kick used 
to put the ball in play.” It is also used to start the “second 
half” or third period of the game, after a try (point after 
touchdown conversion) or a successful field goal attempt. It 
may be made from any point on the kicking (offensive) 
team’s restraining line and between the inbounds lines. All 
players of the kicking team must be inbounds and behind 
the ball when it is kicked and there must be at least 4 
players on either side of the kicker when the ball is kicked. 
 

The kicking team’s restraining line has changed over the 
history of the game. Currently, in the NFL, it is the kicking 
team’s 35 yard line. In the past it has been the 40 yard line, 
the 30 yard line and for college games it is now the 35 yard 
line. Additionally, current NFL and college rules require no 
member of the kicking team to be more than 5 yards behind 
the kicking team’s restraining line at the start of the kickoff.  
 

The receiving (defensive) team’s restraining line is 10 yards 
in advance of the kicking team’s restraining line. All players 
of the receiving team must be inbounds and behind their 
restraining line until the ball is kicked.  
 

Typical kicking team and receiving team formations then 
would look like this: 

 
Illustration from the Tudor® Games Electric Football® “Official 

Rules and Assembly” booklet ©2012.  
 

 
A kicking formation with the kicking team lined up at their 35 

yard line and the receiving team at the 50 yard line. 
 

For miniature electric football rules, teams are usually lined 
up as in the above illustration. Variations include lining 
teams up as if the kick has already been made. This 
involves lining up the kicking team beginning at the 50 yard 
line and the receiving team beginning with at least 5 players 
at their own 30 yard line and one player at the goal line to 
return the ball.  
 

 
Kicking and receiving team lined up as if the kick has already 

been made and with the kick returner at the goal line. 

 
A kicker figure (TTQB or TDK) may be used to physically 
kick the ball to begin play or other methods such as dice 
and charts or playing cards that indicate distance and 
placement on the field may be used to simulate the kickoff.   
 

             
               TTQB                          Kick Placement Cards 

 
Depending on the rules being used, kickoff returns are as 
varied as the rules for performing the kickoff.  
 
Kickoff returns may be as simple as just placing the kickoff 
returner on the goal line, turning on the switch and allowing 
the play to continue until the ball carrier either scores, is 
tackled, runs out of bounds or otherwise has its forward 
progress stopped or reversed.  
 
If using a kicker figure or other method of distance and/or 
placement of a kicked ball, the returner is placed at the spot 
of the kick, and allowed to advance the ball until the 
conclusion of the play.  
 
Still other rules allow for an “automatic touchback” or 

simply a touchback where the ball is kicked into the end 
zone or beyond the end line.  
 
This allows for a variety of strategic decisions to be made 
by the “Special Teams Coordinator”.  
 
If a touchback occurs or an “automatic touchback” is 
allowed this can be used to conserve time since typically 
kickoffs that are not returned or are kicked out of the end 
zone do not consume time on the play clock.  
 
Rules that allow for just simply returning a kickoff from the 
goal line allow a coach to “tweak” a player to be a “kick 
return specialist”. This player is typically placed on a base 
tweaked for speed and to run straight.  
 
To counter the “kick return specialist”, using rules that allow 
for actually kicking the ball to an area of the playing field or 
one of the other methods of kick distance and placement on 
the field can simulate more realistic kicking plays.  
 
And, if roster sizes allow, full kickoff and kick return “special 
team” squads may be developed to add even more realism 
to your kickoff game play.  
 
Whatever method you use, the kickoff is still a vital part of 
the game of football and until the rules of football are 
changed to eliminate them entirely from the game due to 
concerns of player injury, the kick off and kickoff return is 
still one of the most exciting aspects of the game of football 
and miniature electric football.  
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Dream Season 1990 Bills vs.1968 Jets 

AFL vs. NFL vs. WFL CS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Americans vs. Vikings 


